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One hundred years have passed since the organized 
public health movement the United States received 
its first real impetus. This beginning may dated 
the appointment 1848 sanitary commission 
the Governor Massachusetts ‘‘to prepare and report 


the next General Court plan for sanitary survey 


the state, embracing statement such fact and 
suggestions they think proper.’’ Lemuel Shattuck, 
the great health pioneer, was chairman the 
three-man commission. Their report, submitted 1850, 
formulated for the first time the pattern for the 
development public health. (1) ‘‘contained 
outline state system health administra- 
tion comprehensive that even today may serve 
ideal for future realization.’’ (2) 

The succeeding half century saw the revolution 
wrought the founding the science bacteriology 
and the early experimental work which laid the founda- 
tion for the science public health engineering with 
its modern methods water and sewage treatment. 
(3) Then followed methods for pasteurization milk, 
control insects and rodents, and the development 
other phases environmental sanitation. 

The vast changes human health and welfare 
emerging from early public health endeavor were 
for the most part through the application 
engineering principles. The result has been phenom- 
enal. From 1856 1945 typhoid fever decreased 
percent, diarrhea and enteritis percent, and yellow 
fever and cholera have ceased exist the United 
States. (4) But lest should think the job environ- 
mental sanitation complete, would commend for your 
consideration recent summary Wolman. (5) 


address, Section Public Health, Seventy- 
eighth Annual Session, California Medical Association. Abstracted 
Medicine permission the California Medical 

on. 


Referring water and waste disposal, states, 
there single stream today which has not deteri- 
orated major sense its quality since 1849. There 
(and the atmosphere) are not essentially worse than 
those which the Shattuck report directed severe 

Consider the pollution rivers, harbors, and 
beaches California, the substandard housing both 
metropolitan and agricultural areas, and the atmos- 
pollution large and populous areas our 
State see the application Wolman’s statement. 
Add this the potential hazards mass application 
insecticides, fungicides and pesticides the fields, 
and storehouses throughout the State, and 
other environmental sanitation problems appear. 


our State particularly, sanitation problems are further 


complicated vast migrations farm laborers, 
vacationists and tourists. Industrial sanitation prob- 
lems have also resulted from our rapid industrializa- 
tion. 

While have gone far eliminating epidemic 
diseases which are water, milk insect-borne, other 
environmental conditions have gradually developed 
which are important actual potential hazards 
health. Recognition these later sanitation problems 
one the recent trends public health Califor- 
nia. move prevent further dumping raw 
sewage into waters the State, the State Board 
Public Health three years ago called for review out- 
standing sewage disposal permits and directed that 
new permits issued communities unless sewage 
were properly treated. (6) result, cities increas- 
ing numbers are taking steps solve their sewage dis- 
posal problems. Most the $75,000,000 appropriated 
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the State Legislature for construction local facili- 
ties has been used for modernization sewage disposal 
systems. This trend has been reinforced Congres- 
sional enactment Federal Stream Pollution Con- 
trol Bill. Our State Legislature has also taken cog- 
nizance the pollution control problem 
providing legal pattern for establishment air 
pollution control districts. 

Concurrently the State Department Public 
Health tightening municipal garbage and 
refuse disposal. The state and local health departments 
are re-emphasizing enforcement restaurant sanita- 
tion, aided the recently enacted Restaurant Sanita- 
tion Act. (7) Other fields environmental sanitation 
such intensification mosquito and rodent control 
are also under way. 

While these activities may said have pri- 
mary purpose the prevention communicable diseases, 
the implications are much broader. clean, wholesome 
clean, wholesome lakes, beaches, streams, 
and recreation areas; light, well-ventilated, clean 
and rodent and insect-free communities all con- 
tribute health positive way beyond the preven- 
tion communicable disease. 

Truly, this intensified attack problems the 
field environmental sanitation one the most 
significant recent trends public health. 


Communicable Disease Control 

The above developments through the past century 
have involved primarily health departments their 
association with sanitary and construction engineeers, 
coupled with extensive public construction projects. 
Physicians were not directly involved. They were indi- 
rectly involved, however, that their medical practice 
changed with the decline the incidence the various 
water, food and insect-borne communicable diseases. 

contrast this, however, the role played 
the practicing physician the phase public health 
next discussed. Almost once after the identifica- 
tion bacteria causative agents disease became 
evident that all communicable diseases were not amen- 
able control through environmental sanitation meas- 
ures. Specific immunization techniques were developed 
early for smallpox and diphtheria. Others have fol- 
lowed. Immediately the practicing physician and the 
health department became partners planning and 
executing mass immunization projects. However, for 
many years such projects were spotty and sporadic. 
health departments developed into efficiently operating 
organizations such programs took form and sub- 
stance. The physician gained confidence the health 
department and cooperation such projects became 
accepted practice. 

now recognized that prevention smallpox, 
diphtheria and pertussis dependent upon immuniza- 


tion. Much this done the physician part 
his regular practice. Yet there must careful 
ization, planning and education the public 
health department the larger percentage the com. 
health departments are becoming staffed with 
sionally trained and qualified personnel this partner. 
ship between health departments and physicians 
immunization programs assuming new 

Certain communicable diseases are not primarily 
amenable either improved sanitation immuniza. 
tion. Tuberculosis such disease. Efforts control 
this disease bring even closer the working relationship 
between health department and practicing 

Perhaps one the most significant and far-reaching 
single recent trends public health the plan 
secure chest X-rays some 4,000,000 California 
these mass surveys, physicians and health officers will 
not only accelerate the control tuberculosis, but also 
will have opportunity experiment jointly 
munity-wide organization and operation health 
project. This trend toward community-wide participa- 
tion public health projects under leadership physi- 
cians and health departments may have far-reaching 
significance. may well provide experience from 
varied future community-wide health projects may 
develop. 


Chronic Disease Control 


The above developments the past century have 
resulted changing age distribution which 
population growing older. Diminishing neonatal and 
infant death rates, practical elimination number 
major communicable diseases, marked reduction 
maternal death rates, and, more recently, the amazing 
saving life being wrought specific chemotherapy 
and antibiotic therapy have all contributed the pro- 
longation life. acute infectious diseases 
diseases such cancer, diabetes, heart disease 
and arthritis assume ever-increasing 
the total public health picture. 


Another significant trend public health appears 


with the increasing importance chronic diseases 
the major cause morbidity and mortality (and 
sequently public health problems). this field 
activity develops, health departments 
physicians will brought into even closer working 
relationships than ever before. Careful study and 
experimentation will required delineate the 
responsibility each. beginning has been made 
California through the chronic disease study author- 


ized the Legislature two years ago and recently com 


pleted the State Health Department. The report (8) 
was the result joint efforts the State Health 
partment, the California Medical Association, 
other professional and lay organizations. the mail 
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elements the chronic disease problem together with 
approaches solution are presented. 

another recent development the pilot study 
technique for finding and placing under medical 
some the chronic diseases. This multiphasic 
was carried out San Jose under auspices 
the county medical society. Here further example 
type health department-medical association co- 
endeavor that promises much for the future. 


Health Departments and Hospitals 


Still another trend pertains responsibilities given 
departments the hospital field. effort 
reasonably safe and effective hospital facili- 
ties, system inspection and licensing hospitals 
the State Health Department has been established. For 
the first time attention being given quantitative 
neds and geographic location hospitals. Under 
recent federal and state legislation, state-wide survey 
was made present hospital and health center facili- 
ties define needs. (9) funds, both federal and 
state, have been made available assist construction 
facilities. planning these programs, physi- 
tians, hospital administrators, representatives the 
public being served, and health departments are 
brought together, further example how coopera- 
planning and action are beginning meet 
public health need. 


Mental Health 


Prevention mental illness vast new territory 
awaiting the plow. Modern public health beginning 
appreciate its responsibility this large field 
human illness. The attack similar administrative 
procedures required the field other chronie dis- 
Here problem requiring individual ap- 
proach with each patient. 

Some progress has already been made developing 
for attacking this problem. The objective 

isto prevent mental illness. now recognized that 
through proper training parents and others dealing 
with children their formative years, much 
done prevent development abnormal personality 
Failing prevention, the next objective find 
mental illness incipient stages when corrective 
may most effectively applied. 


Only bare beginning has been made developing 
health program this field. Congress has 
Mental Health for research and demonstration. Federal 
states have been made assist de- 
this public health program. (10) Here pre- 
unique opportunity for physicians and health 
departments develop jointly urgently needed area 
health. 


Chronic Alcoholism 


Yet another trend the direction recognizing 
disease and approaching the 
condition primarily medical problem. The Cali- 
fornia Medical Association has appointed committee 
study this problem and report has been submitted. 
Already the concept medical approach this 
problem gaining support throughout the State. Sev- 
eral local governments are now giving serious consid- 
eration substantial appropriations for provision 
facilities attack this problem. 


Local Health Services 


Trends mentioned thus far pertain specific health 
problems. One the most significant recent trends, 
however, the field health administration. 
refer the California Local Public Health 
Act passed the 1947 California Legislature. This act 
provides state subsidy for strengthening and extend- 
ing local health departments. The act also created 
Conference Local Health Officers, with specified 
responsibility approve regulations pertaining ad- 
ministration the subsidy prior adoption the 
State Board Public Health. This unique organiza- 
tion already coming play dominant role direct- 
ing the currents new trends public health Cali- 
fornia. represents new departure public health 
administration wherein the local health officer becomes 
full-fledged partner planning the state-wide 
health program. (11) This action represents long step 
forward cooperative planning for health ad- 
ministration. noteworthy that the California Medi- 
eal Association played significant role the formula- 
tion this legislation. 


Public Health—Medical Cooperation 


have already indicated how official health depart- 
ments and the medical association are cooperatively 
working out individual public health projects. For sev- 
eral years the Director the State Department 
Health has been meeting regularly with the 
Council the California Medical Association the 
council’s invitation. Many the new trends 
health already discussed have been considered these 
joint meetings. significant expansion this general 
procedure now under consideration involving the 
appointment joint study committee composed 
representatives the Council the California Medi- 
eal Association and the Conference Local Health 
Officers. All problems pertaining public health that 
come before the council would sent this joint com- 
mittee for study and referred back the council with 
recommendations. 

Furthermore, some counties local health officers 
have been participating meetings executive com- 
mittees councils local medical societies basis 
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comparable the relationship established the 
tor the State Health Department and the Council 
the State Medical Association. 

All these new trends facilitate mutual trust and 
understanding between health departments and medi- 
cal associations with resulting benefit the people 
California. 


Professionalization Public Health 


Finally, there one additional trend 
health which most significant. This the trend 
toward professionalization the numerous special dis- 
ciplines health. Since the era when appoint- 
ments public health positions were dictated 
political expediency, tremendous strides have been 
made toward requiring specialized training for eligi- 
bility public health positions. Competitive examina- 
tions are being utilized more and more the basis 
selection. Shepard (12) has pointed out the part the 
American Public Health Association has played 
developing personnel standards the various special- 
ties public health. 


recent development this field which particu- 
larly significant all physicians the creation the 
American Association the Board Pre- 
ventive Medicine and Health. this act our 
national medical association has given formal recogni- 
tion preventive medicine and public health 
specialty the medical field. This can only add the 
stature and importance the health section 
our own State Medical Association. the same time, 
should further facilitate the development even 
closer working relationships between official health de- 
partments and the state and county medical associa- 
tions California. the culmination trend long 
since inaugurated which designed utilize even 
more fully the talents our profession planning 
health programs and helping solve the per- 
plexing health problems faced the people 
California. 


(1) Smillie, G.: Lemuel: America’s Great Public 
Health Pioneer, American Journal Public Health, 39:135 
(Feb.) 1949. 


(2) Whipple, George C.: State Sanitation: Review the 
Work the Massachusetts State Board Health, Cam- 
bridge, Harvard University Press. 1917, vol. 30. 

(3) Scheele, Leonard A.: Address Welcome, Proceedings 
the Forty-Seventh Annual Conference the Surgeon Gen- 
eral With the State and Territorial Health Officers, (Nov. 
15) 1948. 

(4) Dublin, Louis I.: Centennial Public Health, American 
Journal Public Health, 38:1635 Dec.) 1948. 

(5) Wolman, Abel: Sanitation Yesterday—But What 
Tomorrow, American Journal Public Health, 39:145 
(Feb.) 1949. 

(6) Resolution Against Disposal Raw Sewage the Waters 
the State Without Appropriate Sewage Treatment, 
Adopted the California State Board Public Health, 
(March 11) 1946. 

(7) California Restaurant Sanitation Act, Sections 28600-28665 
inclusive, California Health and Safety Code. 


(8) Report the Disease Investigation, 
State Department Public Health, California State 
ing Office, Sacramento, (Jan.) 1949. 


(9) Report the California Hospital Survey, California 


Department Public Health, (March) 1948. 


(10) Lowry, James V.: How the National Mental Health 
Works, Public Health Reports 64:303 (March 11) 1949, 


(11) Merrill, Malcolm H.: Federal-State-Local 
Financing Local Health Services, Public Health 
(Feb. 20) 1948. 

(12) Shepard, William P.: The Professionalization 


American Journal Public Health 38:145 (Jan) 
48. 


Funds Available for Planning 
Hospital Projects 


Federal funds can obtained counties, 
and districts finance the preparation plans and 
specifications for hospital and health center construe. 
tion projects. This Advance Planning was 
authorized Congress Law No. 352, and has 
now been implemented appropriation $25,000, 
000. The money available exclusively states and 
other political subdivisions for the advance planning 
all publie works except public housing. Funds must 
repaid when any construction project planned 
started. 

The Advance Planning Program administered 
the General Services Administration through its Com- 
munity Facilities Service. This office will work closely 
with the State Department Public Health 
ing applications for these adyances which fall 
hospital facility construction. 

The above information was supplied Mr. Wright 
Felt, Division Engineer, Community Facilities 
ice, G.S.A., 630 Sansome Street, San Francisco 11, Cali- 
fornia. Further information and application forms 
available from Mr. Felt. 


Laurence Kirk Chosen CTHA 
Executive Secretary 


Laurence Kirk, Assistant Executive Secretary 
the California Tuberculosis and Health Association 
April, 1948, has been named the new executive 
secretary for that association. Chesley 
Bush, M.D., who resigned the position upon joining the 
Tuberculosis Service the State Department Publie 
Health November. The CTHA post was held pre 
viously for many years Higby, who died last 
June. 

Mr. Kirk veteran tuberculosis work. 
joined the CTHA staff publicity director 
but transferred year later the Sacramento Tuber 
and Health Association, serving its 
secretary from 1943 until rejoined the state staff 
1948. has held many important offices state and 
national tuberculosis committees. 
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imperial, San Diego Surveys Over: 
Los Angeles Start March 22d 


California’s first two experiences community- 
wide tuberculosis surveys are now recorded history 
with the completion programs Imperial County 
and San Diego. Currently Los Angeles City, Pasa- 
dena, Long Beach, and Los Angeles County final 
organizational, phases are being completed local, 
state and federal survey personnel for the opening 
their survey March 22d. The Los Angeles campaign 
proposes X-ray nearly two and one-half million per- 
sons during its year operation. 

Preliminary results are becoming available from 
Imperial and San Diego. The Imperial County survey 
was completed January 18th, except for retakes which 
until February 19th special retake 
Followup from that date being done the 
Imperial County Health Department under Dr. 
Kroeger, Health Officer. Reports state that 38,033 per- 
sons were X-rayed Imperial County, including some 
residents Mexico, mostly from Mexicali and 
vicinity. 

The San Diego survey was completed January 31st, 
with retakes suspicious films and other followup 
still progress. Approximately 245,000 miniature 
X-ray films were taken. 

Complete reports the Imperial and San Diego 
surveys will appear early issues California’s 
Health. 


State and Federal Examinations 


Public Health Medical Officers, Grade 3—The Cali- 
fornia State Personnel Board will hold examinations 
April 13th for public health medical officers serve 
the Maternal and Child Health, Tuberculosis, and 
Venereal Disease programs the State Department 
Public Health. Salary range $613 $745. Applica- 
tion deadline March 23. 

All applicants must citizens, but California 
residence not required. Out-of-state candidates who 
are successful the examination must secure license 
practice physician and surgeon California 
before they will considered eligible for appointment. 
Senior Physician and Surgeon; Physician and Sur- 
examinations will held the State 
Personnel Board April 4th, and applications will 
accepted until 14th. Applicants must 
but need not residents California. Both 
may taken together. However, the 
Senior position requires three years experience the 
Practice medicine, surgery psychiatry addition 
graduation from approved medical school plus 


and internship approved hospital. Salary range, 
$458-$556. 


Parasitologist—This examination will given 
the State Personnel Board April 6th, with applica- 
tions acceptable until March 16th. Citizenship and 
least one year’s State residence immediately prior 
the date examination are required. Salary range, 
$341-$415. 


Application forms and additional information 
about these examinations may obtained from the 
State Personnel Board San Francisco, Sacramento 
Los Angeles, from local Department Employ- 
ment offices. 


Dental Officers—The Health Service 
will give competitive examination 18th 
and 19th for Dental Officers the Regular Corps 
the PHS, for which application must received 
later than March 20th. Appointments will made 
the grades Assistant Dental Surgeon and Senior 
Assistant Dental Surgeon. Applications and additional 
information may obtained writing the Surgeon 
General, S., Federal Security Washing- 
ton 25, C., Attention: Division Commissioned 
Officers. 


California Infant Death Rate 
Reaches New Low 


Reflecting continuing decline infant deaths, 
California’s infant mortality rate (the number 
deaths under one year per 1,000 live births) reached 
new all-time low 26.5 for the State during 1949, 
according provisional statistics. This compares with 
rate 28.5 1948, and 39.6 years ago (1940). 
The provisional national rate 1948 was 31.8. 

Both births and deaths increased number during 
1949, but, considered the basis increased state 
population, their rates were actually lower than 1948. 

The number marriages California 1949 was 
the lowest since 1942 and the marriage rate was the 
lowest since 1941. 

The figures for the State (by place occurrence) 
are reported follows the Bureau Records and 
Statistics, State Department 


1948 1949 
(final) (provisional) 
Total population 10,354,000 10,665,000 
Live births 


240,905 
23.3 


Rate/1,000 population 22.9 


Deaths, all causes 


Rate/1,000 9.6 9.4 
Deaths under year 

Rate/1,000 live 28.5 26.5 
Marriages 

Rate/1,000 8.5 
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Theaters Northern California 
Show Health Service Film 


Following similar scheduling Southern 
fornia, Fox West Coast theaters the northern part 
the State are currently showing the new film local 
health work entitled ‘‘So Much For Little.’’ This 
12-minute technicolor cartoon, produced Warner 
Brothers for the Public Health Service, shows how 
local health department can serve the community and 
what such services cost the taxpayer. will released 
mm. size through the State Department Public 
Health upon completion showings commercial 
theaters. 

The schedule March showings for Northern Cali- 
fornia printed below. This completes the bookings 
Northern California. 


City Theater Manager Dates 
Berkeley California John Fredericks Mar. 5-11 
Berkeley Campus William 12-18 
Berkeley Denis Sherry Mar. 19-22 
Burlingame Broadway Cecil Corl Mar. 16-18 
Burlingame Peninsula Sullivan Mar. 12-15 
Fresno Kinema John Eifert Mar. 5-11 
Hanford Fox Hill Mar. 8-9 
Hanford Ritz Jack Center Mar. 14-15 
Oakland Senator Robert Hosick Mar. 19-22 
Palo Alto Stanford William Brown Mar. 12-15 
Redwood City Redwood Mar. 31-Apr. 
Redwood City Sequoia Jack Lucy Mar. 26-29 
Richmond Costa Philip Garber Mar. 5-8 
Richmond Grand Horace Williams 5-8 
Richmond State Warren Lemley Mar. 12-14 
Sacramento Rio Lee Hess Mar. 1-2 
Salinas Alisal Parker Mar. 23-25 
Salinas Fox Duncan Mar. 19-22 
San Carlos Carlos Stewart Mar. 22-25 
San Francisco Capitan Parker Mar. 1-7 
San Jose California Andrew Saso Mar. 9-15 
San Jose Padre Jack Gunsky Mar. 16-18 
San Mateo Baywood Vernon Brown Mar. 19-22 
San Mateo San Mateo George Doner Mar. 15-18 
Stockton Ritz Pilegard Mar. 8-11 
Vallejo Henry Pines Mar. 5-8 
Vallejo Marval Stanford Link Mar. 26-28 
Vallejo Senator Mar. 23-25 
Vallejo Strand William Bel Mar. 19-22 
Vallejo Studio Charles Bear Mar. 9-15 
Visalia Fox John Nylon Mar. 2-4 
Visalia Hyde Edward 
Watsonville Fox Lloyd Howell Mar. 23-25 
Watsonville State Kenneth 26-28 


Selma Now Under Fresno County 


The City Selma went under supervision the 
Fresno County Health Department February Ist. 
Seott, M.D., served Selma health officer prior 
the change. William Stein, M.D., Fresno County 
Health Officer. 


1949 Communicable Disease Review 
Indicates Health Gains 


While the common diseases childhood were 
alent California last year, the more serious 
which can controlled public health methods, 
malaria, typhoid fever, and diphtheria, 
fewer numbers than ever. Venereal diseases 
for the fourth successive year, with 14,000 
syphilis and 22,500 cases gonorrhea being 
for totals well under the 1948 figures. New 
infections continued drop spite rapid 
tion growth, reflecting better case-finding program 
and early treatment cases with penicillin. 

Only cases malaria were reported 194 
one-half the 1948 total. these, were 
outside the State. Diphtheria cases totalled 449 
approximately the same the record low 444 
1948. 

all-time low 116 cases typhoid was 
last year. the same time, however, the number 
typhoid carriers registered was higher than usual, ind 
eating increased efforts epidemiology over 
years. 1949 forty carriers were registered. 
when 378 cases typhoid were reported, only ty. 
phoid carriers were registered 
agencies. 


California recorded 2,744 cases poliomyelitis 
year, less than half the 1948 


the United States whole 1949, however, 
reached its highest incidence reported cases 
history. 


One case human rabies occurred Los 


county last year which treatment 
given and the dog bite was not reported any health 
agency until after the fatal human case had 
Only 151 cases animal rabies were recorded 


the lowest figure since 1921. 


Prevalence common diseases childhood 
year was ascribed the cyclic character 
pox, measles, German measles and mumps, with 
apparently near the top the though not 
for these four ailments. 


Number Number Five-year 

reported reported 

Disease cases, 1949 cases, 1948 1944-48 
43,134 40,466 37,395 
German 17,893 3,710 11,276 
42,010 64,727 62,632 
Mumps 32,144 32,144 


total 209,358 cases reportable diseases 
recorded California 1949, according 


The way live long life contract 
disease—and take care William Osler. 
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Nursing Groups Slate Biennial Meet 


Three national nursing organizations, the American 
Nurses Association, the National League Nursing 
and the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, will gather San Francisco for 
biennial convention from May 8th May 12th. 
anticipated that the attendance from California will 
heavy since the biennial conclave held infrequently 
the West Coast. The program will announced 
later. 

Hotel reservations, which will premium due 
other conventions, should made early with the 
Housing Committee, 1950 Biennial Nursing Conven- 
tion, Room 200, Grove Street, San Francisco 


Public Health Nursing Workshop 
Held Field Training 


Another milestone California’s expanding pro- 
gram for training student public health nurses was 
attained last month when the first what will probably 
annual workshops for studying field training prob- 
lems was held Asilomar near Monterey. The confer- 
ence brought together 112 nurses from county and 
seven city health departments, five visiting nurse serv- 
one department education, the University 
California Berkeley and Los Angeles and the State 
Department Public Health. The majority the local 
agencies which were represented are already partici- 
pating field training programs and the others are 
planning develop them. 

All universities preparing public health nurses in- 
clude their programs study period field ex- 
perience public health agency. Here, under care- 
ful public health nursing students apply 
their theoretical knowledge on-the-job practice. 
California health nursing curricula are offered 
the University California both Berkeley and 
Los Angeles. Field instruction arranged with 
public health agencies which meet criteria agreed upon 
the university and the State Department Public 
Health. this way, selected urban and rural health 
departments, visiting nursing services, and depart- 


education contribute toward the education 
public health nurses. 


past years occasional one-day planning meetings 
were held the university with participating agen- 
ties, but the need for more intensive study field in- 
struction problems prompted the workshop idea. This 
first workshop was arranged the Bureau Public 

Health Nursing the State Department Public 
Health and was financed through use Kellogg funds. 
Eleven staff members the Bureau Public Health 
Nursing, three faculty members from the two univer- 


sity campuses addition four nurses from local 
health departments took responsibility for conference 
leadership. 

Nine work groups considered such problems plan- 
ning content and sequence experiences the field 
course, correlation theory with practice, prepara- 
tion public health nurses student advisors, 
tion cases for field instruction, use the case con- 
ference technique, and evaluation student progress. 


Metallic Cake Decorations 
Found Harmful 


Gold and silver ornamentation bakery goods 
recently noted the Bureau Food and Drug 
tions and analyzed the Division Laboratories, 
deseribed violating the California Pure Foods Act 
two counts. 

sample cake icing from Bakersfield bakery 
was sent the state laboratories Dr. William 
Buss, Kern County health officer, and found deco- 
rated with aluminum, adulterant, and with brass, 
injurious adulterant. Both the adulteration and the 
harmful substance are illegal. Upon 
receipt the laboratory report Dr. Buss banned the 
use metallic decoration Kern County bakers. 

The report the state laboratory sent Dr. Buss 
concluded 


feel that the case the so-called 
silver material, which consisted aluminum used for 
decoration, should not have any part the prepara- 
tion, compounding mixing foods found 
food. for the so-called gold leaf, which consists 
this instance essentially brass, feel that quite 
detrimental. The amount copper present the com- 
pound could have some very serious effects humans 
and more particularly 


Santa Barbara Trains Students 
First Two Years 


Thirty-seven public health students completed 
courses training the Santa Barbara County field 
training station during 1948 and 1949—the training 
program’s first two years operation. During this 
period the Santa Barbara County Health Department 
has supervised the field training health 
nurses, sanitarians, one public health engineer, four 
health educators, and three public health physicians. 

Dr. Ira Church, county health officer and direc- 
tor the station, lists current trainees four public 
health nurses, one health educator and three sani- 
tarians. 
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New Long Beach Health Center 
Construction Begins 


Actual construction has begun new ultra- 
modern health center for the Department Public 
Health, City Long Beach. The health center will 
have 28,000 square feet floor space, with another 
20,000 square feet for off-street parking. The contract 
was awarded Long Beach construction company 
its low bid $447,624, and calls for completion within 
180 days. 

Litwack, M.D., Long Beach Health Officer, 
reports that the new center will include auditorium 
and complete system. The two- 
story building will house the laboratory, clinic, and 
offices for the Bureaus Vital Statistics and Health 
Education the ground floor, and administrative 
offices and space for public health nurses and sani- 
tarians the second floor. 


Local Health Officer Change 


James Moreland, M.D., takes office March Ist 
health officer for the City San Bernardino. 
sueceeds Vargas, M.D., who has served Acting 
City Health Officer since the retirement Warren 
Fox, M.D., last September. Doctor Moreland served 
assistant health officer San Bernardino County prior 
his new appointment. 


Western Branch, APHA, Plans 
Program 


Program plans are shaping rapidly for the 17th 
annual meeting the Western Branch, American 
Health Association, Portland, Oregon, May 
30th through June Preconvention meetings will 
held Monday, May 29th, the following groups: 
Laboratory Section, Public Health Education Section, 
Venereal Disease Control Section, sanitation personnel 
the Western Branch (who will petition for the for- 
mation sanitation section during the annual meet- 
ing), the Conference Local Health Officers Ore- 
gon, and the Oregon Health Association. 


addition section meetings, another important 
preconvention activity will mental health session 
for maternal and child health personnel. Meetings 
will begin Sunday afternoon, May 28th, and continue 
through Monday, May 29th. Mental hygiene films will 
shown both evenings. Those planning attend the 
MCH session should notify Dr. Edith Sappington, 
Children’s Bureau, Federal Security Agency, Room 
443, Federal Office Building, San Francisco Cali- 
fornia, soon possible. 


California Morbidity Report 
January, 1950 


Civilian Cases 


Week ending 


Reportable diseases 


Brucellosis (undulant fever). 
Chancroid - 


Gonococcus infection... 
Grarmuloma inguinale 
Influenza, epidemic. ...................- 
Leprosy. 


Poliomyelitis, acute anterior 


Relapsing fever.................. 
Rheumatic fever, acute....... 

Rocky mountain spotted fever_.. 
Salmonella infections* - 


Streptococcal infections: 


* All types of Salmonella infections now reportable. Prior to January Iam 
only and types were reportable; hence, five-year median not entirely 
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Conjunctivitis, acute infectious of 
4 3 4 2 
711 912 | 820 | 1,058 3,501 
; 
Shigella infections (bacillary dysentery)... I 6 
Tuberculosis: 
----. 
Yellow 
3 


